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Summary
Hosing is one of the key city-making elements and 
at the beginning of 20th century, Madrid had to 
deal with poor housing conditions so Zuazo Ugalde 
developed the project called Casa de las Flores, 
which is apartment building covering one block in 
Chamberí district. This type of building was part 
of the worldwide reformed block movement, which 
gave the answer to poor housing conditions. 

In my thesis, I took the reformed block as the 
starting point, which expressed certain changed 
and innovation reacting on contemporary needs. In 
order to map the development of housing in Madrid 
5 blocks were analyzed with the focus on exterior 
collective space and how they contribute to the 
urban structure of Madrid. 

The intention of this thesis is to design an ideal block 
which offers good living conditions with pro-urban 
attitude, initiating interaction between people in 
the courtyard. Interaction and the possibility of 
being encounter create collective space. 

We live in a world where social contact is less and 
less common so the proposed building creates 
a community where social contact is part of 
communal life. Shared garden, gallery layout and 
living room attached to the gallery are supporting 
the collective idea.
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Cities are growing that is a fact.  
55% of people are living in the 
city today and this number will 
increase up to 65% in 2050. 01 For 
my graduation project I would like 
to explore the growth of Madrid. 
I believe a city should develop 
within their borders as long as 
possible and their shifting should 
be a last solution. This means 
I would like to find the fragile 
balance between urbanity and 
nature within the city borders. We 
have learned a lesson from the 
past that too much of nature in 
a city (garden cities) is a utopian 
idea, however on the other hand 
overpopulated cities like they 
were at the end of 19th century is 
a dystopia. 

Finding the balance between 
nature and urbanity is essential 
as Kurt Tucholsky says: 

�Yes that�s what you want: a 
home in the green with a big 

terrace in front of your house, 
the Baltic sea - behind it the 

Freidrichstraßse.�

02  Kurt Tucholsky 

01	 UN (16 of May 2018). 68% of the world population 
projected to live in urban areas by 2050, says UN. 
Retrived from: https://www.un.org/development/
desa/en/news/population/2018-revision-of-world-
urbanization-prospects.html

02	 Kurt Tucholsky (1927). The Ideal

03	 Hans Schmidkunz (1908). Städtisches und 
ländliches Wohnen. Der Städtebau.

Introduction

When analyzing Madrid I came 
across the Casa de las Flores, 
which is a special block in 
Chamberí district in Madrid. 
It was designed and built as 
one building in the 1930s and 
because of that, it marches to 
a different tune. Blocks were 
usually parcelled and developed, 
parcel by parcel. It came to light 
that Casa de las Flores is a 
Madridian example of a reformed 
block, which was an answer to 
poor housing situation from the 
end of 19th century.

�There are more and more voices 
who criticise the trend towards 

urban concentration within 
our civilization, who interpret 
the increasing density of our 
cities as a deadly defect and 
a return to the countryside as 
a form of redemption. But who 

wants to return if he has to 
take the opposite step because 

of any cultural need which is 
indispensable for every modern 

human being!�

03 Hans Schmidkunz  

Introduction

In my thesis, I would like to 
develop the understanding 
of Madrid’s urban block 
development Because it seems 
that Castro plan was the largest 
and probably the last, coherent, 
truly urban development, which 
started in the middle of 19th 
century and slowly continued at 
the beginning of 20th century.  

As a result of my thesis, I would 
like to design a block as a house 
as Casa de las Flores, using the 
knowledge gained in the analysis. 
Moreover, as Casa de las Flores 
was an answer to the poor 
living conditions, my intention 
would also be to think about 
an added value to the block is 
not just a generic apartment 
block designed in Madrid. When 
reading a book called: Our world 
to change” in order to sketch 
some problems, I realized that 
the changes or problems, which 
are addressed in that book are 
too global and discouraging so 
they can’t be solved by a building. 

Nevertheless, cities or rather 
buildings are at the end for people 
so focusing on the living comfort, 
collective and public space will 
be essential for me. 

Introduction

Hypothesis: 

The perpendicular grid structure 
is a very liberal way of developing 
a city, allowing diversity and 
individuality and is able to 
react on contemporary issues, 
however, in Madrid, in a way that 
the quality of exterior space 
become dependent on neighbors 
within the block. This relation 
resulted in blocks without 
courtyards, which changed at 
the beginning of 20th century 
where blocks were considered as 
one coherent element, moreover 
they were built like that. 
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