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TINDER ISLAND
During our short stay on Texel, my group-mates had a small
competition on Tinder about who gets more matches. They
set the range to be on the island and swiped right for all
candidates on the app. Of course the only girl in three won
the game with dozens of matches. The other two guys also
got more than ten matches during the evening and one even
met up with a girl.
It all happened so fast within our stay that I saw some quality
in Texel that could perfectly add up to the Tinder story.
Tinder is so popular among young generation, who use it to
meet up with new people and some even find their true love
on it. Some people may be too shy to walk up to someone
they are interested or too afraid to be rejected, Tinder helps
to match up people by geographical location, mutual friends
and common interests. But convenient as it is, there are still
some drawbacks where Texel could not get involved and
help with.
For people looking for some interesting match, it is a bit lowefficient to swipe one by one. And for both party to like one
another, the efficiency is even lower. Even when two people
get a match, many of them would never say a word. And
very often, the conversation does not last long. After all this
filtering process, it is less than 5 out of 100 people that one
would really have interactions (based on my experiment).
Online dating helps to broader our social acquaintance.
However, the information we acquire through profile pictures
and long conversations might be collected quickly in a faceto-face talk. And we could intuitively aware of the affections
shortly after the first sight. A first impression in reality is
11
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far more informative than the profile pictures posted online.
Presumably, if there is a “Tinderland”, where people all get
to know new dates, the process of identify the 5 interested
people out of 100 should be much faster than using the online
dating websites or mobile apps.
To make it work, there has to be this “Tinderland”, people
know it for dating and go there for dating, so that people in
this place feel open and free to go up to others. It is like in
Disneyland, people know it as a fairyland and adults do not
feel awkward to dress up like a child; or like in Las Vegas,
people know that it is acceptable to be crazy. As for the
function of “Tinderland”, De Koog is ideal with its various
landscape and rich recreation.
NOT TOO FAR, NOT TOO CLOSE
Another important disadvantage of online dating is that
there is a constant gap between online communication and
reality. People may get closely connected in virtual reality
but have never met in real world. The step from online
conversation to real life interaction better takes place in
some neutral spot, not home court of one party. Moreover,
the space would be better with a variety in options to answer
to the ambiguous relationship: on one side the two people are
closely acquainted online, on the other they are still complete
strangers in reality.
Texel is the neutral spot a bit away from everything: an
island on the northwest of the Netherlands, which is of
some distance from all the big cities, from one’s familiar
life. The trip from Amsterdam takes about three hours, and
it would be even longer if departed from a city in the south.
But Texel is not that far: people could spend a weekend on
13
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Texel without much beforehand preparation. One could go
on a visit to Texel any minute; no worries about flights and
transfers, because there are several ferries everyday. Texel is
also rather resourceful for dating: there are not only touristic
shops and restaurants, but also rural life to experience and
adventure. People fond of exploration could try skydiving,
and amiable ones could go cuddling lambs in the farm.
MORE THAN ONE TYPE OF LOVE
I extended my research with the online dating. Unsurprisingly,
not everyone looks for true love on the online platform.
Many simply go for one night stand or to hook up with
someone. But it was a bit to my surprise learning from my
physiotherapist about an app named “Second Love”.
After I interviewed many people on Tinder, I realized that
some people are seeking for secret, second love via online
dating. Mostly they have a partner at the moment, but
they are not fully satisfied with their relationship, or some
people simply expect more excitement, so they would like
to have some temporary date. And for them, Texel has the
environment a bit isolated from the mainland, which provide
the secrecy as well as excitement.
Undoubtedly, there are many people satisfied with their
partner and would like to spend some quality time away
from the hustle and bustle in everyday life. The loving
couple could take a walk through the dunes, or cycle along
the dykes and enjoy each other’s company. Moreover,
wedding on the beach is always as romantic as it sounds.
Texel has continuous beach on the west and many campsites
for overnight stay, which all make it convenient for holding
a wedding ceremony on the island. For the same market,
14
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the all-year-round beach pavilion, Paal 17, offers service of
“Trouwen aan zee” (“Marry on sea”) by providing related
arrangement of wedding on the beach.
SHIFT IN TARGET GROUP
The current tourism on Texel mainly focus on the middleaged visitors coming in group, but the theme of “Love on
Texel” would change the consumer group.
Firstly, the themed tourism is suitable for locals as well as
people from outside the island. There is a Dutch TV show
named “Boer Zoekt Vrouw” (“Farmer Seeks Woman”) and
one of the ten farmers is from Texel. According to some
locals, due to the limited population (except for Den Burg),
people almost know everyone else in the village and they
would like to have more social interaction with people from
the outside world.
Secondly, there might be more people coming alone or with
partner instead of in big groups. People coming for a date
would prefer not supervised by family or friends, naturally
individual visits would be more popular. Even for couples
coming for quality time, it could still be expensive to drive
own car. As a result, public transportation would be necessary
for individual visitors and couples.
Last but not least, the concentration in age and seasonal
changes may become more dispersed under the theme of
“Love on Texel”. From the discussion of mobile apps like
Tinder and Second Love, the theme covers a wide age range.
Based on the shift, the need for overnight stay on the island
could also be different from before: visitors would need
more smaller units for one person or a couple, rather than
15
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the current bungalows and chalets for four or more. Touristic
accommodation needs adaptations as much as means of
transportation. Compared to the traditional tourism based on
the natural resource, the innovative tourism makes use of the
social resource from the visitors additionally, which does not
have seasonal variation itself but secondary changes due to
the natural variation.

Current transportation on Texel
Bus line 28
Bus line 629
Cycle path
Touristic spot
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NO MAN IS AN ISLAND
No man is an island,
Entire of itself,
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.

Donne, J. (1624), Devotions upon Emergent
Occasions. London: McGill-Queen’s Univ.
Press.
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SMALL ME IN BIG AMSTERDAM
Three years ago, I moved to Amsterdam after graduated from
university. Amsterdam is famous for its sensual pleasures
available in the city, but I came here simply because it’s
open-armed to all kinds of people with a difference, like
me. I like guys, and I am a guy; it is not that different after
all: there are millions of people like me in the world, but I
thought it would be easier to find the ones I admire in a city
with more similar people concentrated.
But during all these years, I’ve been alone. I’ve tried talking
to some people, and dated some of them, but it never worked
out. I’m not eager to find the one true love of my life, I
just expect some good company. Among all the people in
Amsterdam, there should be someone suitable for me; maybe

10:30 Leave Home

22
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it’s just not the time yet.
Yesterday, Daan, a friend of mine, asked me to go to Texel for
the weekend, and he said based on his experience, it would
never disappoint me, but he wouldn’t share the details.
He’s the kind of guy bluffing all the time and I’m not really
willingly to buy his mystification. But on a second thought, I
don’t have any plan for this weekend and I’ve heard that the
natural landscape on Texel is also very pleasing; maybe I’ll
try his proposal...

23
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10:30 Leave Home

10:42 Amsterdam Centraal
- 11:56 Den Helder
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We agreed to meet at the Amsterdam Centraal station at
10:30 and catch the train to Den Helder at 10:42. But Daan
didn’t show up on time. Two minutes later, I got a message
from him: “Sorry I’ve got some important business and can’t
go with you. Enjoy the trip! Btw, don’t forget to download an
app SEE YOU ON TEXEL! :p”
Well... As much as I knew him, it’s kinda expected. I can’t
let him ruin my weekend, so I decided to go on with the trip
no matter what. I arrived in Den Helder at almost 12 and
got a ticket for the bus 28 to De Koog. During the boring
ride on the train, I found the app Daan mentioned in his text
and registered with my Facebook account. There I found all
kinds of activities available on Texel and some packages for
a weekend plan, and I could also see the basic information
of the people who were also going to Texel.

25

LOVE ON TEXEL

26

TEXEL METABOLIZED

WELCOME TO TEXEL

WELCOME TO DE KOOG
13:20, after three hours on the way, I finally arrived in De
Koog! It’s a bit wearing and I needed some refreshment.

SEE YOU
ON TEXEL
REGISTER

I got off the bus at Dorpsstraat. And I received a message
from SEE YOU ON TEXEL right away: “Welcome to De
Koog! The QR code is your access to check-in facilities.
Please save it for later use.”

WELCOME TO
WELCOME
TEXEL TO TEXEL

NAME

NAME

LOG IN VIA FACEBOOK

CHECK-IN

ACCESS CODE

SEE YOU
SEE YOU
ON TEXEL
ON TEXEL
REGISTER

REGISTER

LOG IN VIA LOG
FACEBOOK
IN VIA FACEBOOK

LET’S MEET LET’S MEET

LET’S MEET LET’S

TODAY 14:00
TODA
BIRDWATCHING
BIRDW
...

HEY THERE HEY THERE

TODAY 20:00
TODA
WOODS MUSIC
WOOD

WHERE R U WHERE R U

NITE NITE

NITE NITE

...

Please place the code in
front of the scanner

NAME

CHECK-IN CHECK-IN

NAM

NAME, AGE NAME, AG
ACCESS CODE
ACCESS CODE
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MOBILE DEVICE

TOURISM SUPPLIERS

C O - C R E AT I O N
EXPERIENCE

TOURISTS

ON THE SITE DESTINATIONS
Atembe & Akbar (2014), Conceptual model Mobile enabled
co-creations Tourism Experiences

MOBILE APP

IST A

R
TOU
NATURE
ACTIVITIES
...

ROMANTIC
EXPERIENCE

TOU
R

IST B

Revised diagram: Mobile App Aided Tourism Experience
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POST-PC ERA AND NEW TOURISM
Post-PC era was coined for the declined use of personal
computer with substitution of mobile phones and tablet
computers. The wide use of mobile devices represents the
portability and connectivity in the Post-PC era. The concept
of “Love on Texel” started from the disadvantages of the
mobile apps: they broaden our social connection at the
price of losing the efficiency in communication. But does it
mean that we should actualize the idea of “Tinderland” by
eliminating the use of mobile devices? The answer would be
negative. It is unreasonable to go against the market trend to
promote a product. The pervasive use of mobile devices and
network are inevitable and it actually could enable the cocreation experience in tourism.
Creating a memorable experience is of great importance
for tourism. As agreed by many researchers, tourists are
transforming to “prosumers” and would like to be enrolled
in the creation of experience. By the consumption of tourism
product, consumers seek the experience gained from the
product and services (Ayembe & Akbar, 2014). The adoption
of mobile network in tourism would assist the process of cocreation: visitors not only receive the information passively,
but also design the personalized trip actively. There are some
mobile apps available for visitors going to Texel, but they
still emphasize on providing visitors with the information
rather than mutual value realization.

Atembe, R., & Akbar, B. (2014). Tourists
Co-creation
Experiences
Onsite-Enabled
by Mobile Devices. Baggio, R., Sigala, M.,
Inversini, A., & Pesonen, J. (Eds.), Information
and Communication Technologies in Tourism
2014 (pp. 20-26). Dublin: eProceedings of the
ENTER 2014 PhD Workshop.

Among all the elements of a beautiful scenery, people are
indispensable. Texel has the various landscape which has got
evoking quality for couples, and mobile apps could help fill
in the gap and connect tourists with the environment, one
tourist with another, whereby the experience is enriched.
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Balcony of Juliet.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from http://www.
deliciousitaly.com/veneto-itineraries/balconyof-juliet-in-verona

Fontana di Trevi in Three Coins in the Fountain.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from http://
milliesmoviestowatch.blogspot.nl/2010/09/
three-coins-in-fountain.html

Piazza de Spagna in Roman Holiday.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from http://
bachilleratocinefilo.blogspot.nl/2015/06/
roman-holiday-graflex-echo-cameras.html
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INNOVATIVE TOURISM: IMMERSIVE GAME
Recently, new forms of tourism have emerged around the
world. Story, game and locations are interweaved together
with the help of multimedia platforms to create the live events
where tourists could experience the sights with immersive
participation. (Ferreiraa, Alvesa, & Quico.b, 2014)
Storytelling is one of the intrinsic human nature which
developed from evolution. Many touristic spots are
accomplished by stories. Shakespeare’s play of Romeo and
Juliet attracts millions of visitors to the small town Verona in
Italy. Even though the story was fictional, people still want to
have look at the balcony where the two characters confessed
their love. Similarly, Piazza di Spagna and Fontana di Trevi
got popular among tourists not because of their monumental
value, but the love stories attached to the locations. People
come to visit the places in wish to become the hero or heroine
in one’s own story.
Accordingly, Location-based mobile Augmented Reality
(AR) Games are invented as an innovative method to bring
tourists to explore a location by diving into the interactive
gameplay. (Weber, 2014) In the case of Love on Texel, the
nature and landscape have aesthetic values, but the game of
love helps visitors to be part of a story which is specifically
related to the locations on Texel and consequently makes the
experience memorable.

Soraia, F., Alvesa, A., & Quico.b, C. (2014).
Location Based Transmedia Storytelling:
Enhancing the Tourism Experience. Baggio,
R., Sigala, M., Inversini, A., & Pesonen,
J. (Eds.), Information and Communication
Technologies in Tourism 2014 (pp. 57-67).
Dublin: eProceedings of the ENTER 2014 PhD
Workshop.

Weber, J. (2014). Augmented Reality Gaming:
A new Paradigm for Tourist Experiences?
Baggio, R., Sigala, M., Inversini, A., & Pesonen,
J. (Eds.), Information and Communication
Technologies in Tourism 2014 (pp. 57-67).
Dublin: eProceedings of the ENTER 2014 PhD
Workshop.
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GET READY
The check-in building is right behind the bus station. It looks
like a mysterious black box. The light from the cuttings of
the ceiling are like guide for direction. I was told by the
receptionist that I have access to the facilities by scanning
my QR code and it’s all included in the packaged I reserved.
Before going on a bike tour around Texel, I’d prefer to take a
short break from the long ride. I spent some time in the bath;
the weather was not cold, otherwise sauna would be a great
idea. I had a coffee in the rest space and sent some emails for
work. There was a nice view of the park next to the check-in
building. I might take a walk there if I have extra time after
the tour...
During the bath, I noticed a guy in nice figure; maybe he also
reserved the same package. Would he join a tour as well? I
checked the timetable of bike tours, the next one was at 3pm.
In the list of participants, I found a guy look like the one I
saw in the bath and he’s also interested in guys. With a bit
of expectation, I left my luggage in the locker and got ready
for the tour.
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
1:200
1. Entrance
2. Reception
3. Make-up Room
4. Rest Space 1
5. Rest Space 2
6. Bath
7. Sauna
8. Drinking Water
9. Showers
10. Toilet
11. Luggage Space
12. Exit
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Concrete texture with recycled glass and shell
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from http://
w w w. v e t r a z z o . c o m / e n g / p r o d u c t s / v i e w /
Amethystos/120
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TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE
In the pursuit of a sustainable future of Texel, the subject of
“Texel Metabolized” includes many aspects as agriculture,
energy, tourism... In the use of construction material, it is
also recommended to be more sustainable and making best
of what is available on the island.
On Texel, there is an example of making use of waste like
shells. I found the pavement in a parking space in Den Hoorn
made of shells which are covered in cement. Besides, beachcombing activities also come up with some other material
which could be used for construction as well.
Glass Fiber Reinforced Concrete (GFRC), with its excellent
physical performance, gives a delicate texture on the facade
with the use of other material: one example is with the
adoption of shells and glass.

Application of shell “gravel” in a parking space
in Den Hoorn, Texel
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CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
1:20
1. Stucco 10mm
Concrete 200mm
Waterproof membrane
Mineral wool 120mm
Waterproof membrane
Precast GFRC panel
2. Concrete 150mm
Waterproof membrane
Flat insulation 50mm
Sloped insulation 16mm/m
Waterproof membrane
Ballast layer
3. Metal cap
4. Concrete panel support system
5. Metal sloped flashing
6. Wood extension
7. Window frame
8. Double glazing
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CONSTRUCTION DETAIL
1:20
1. Stucco 10mm
Concrete 200mm
Waterproof membrane
Mineral wool 120mm
Waterproof membrane
Precast GFRC panel
2. Sand & cement screed 50mm
Concrete slab 150mm
Insulation layer 120mm
Waterproof membrane
Hardcore
3. Metal window sill
4. Skirting board
5. Gravel
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BIRDWATCHING
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...

TODAY 20:00
WOODS MUSIC
...

CHECK IN FOR FAST ROMANCE
We gathered together at the south end of pedestrian street
Dorpsstraat. Before everyone gets a bike, the guide first led
usNAME
around De
Koog to have a look at the dunes and beach.
NAME
There were about a dozen of people in our group and I was
NAME, AGE
so happy to see the
guy I expected.
LET’S MEET
During our walkHEYalong
THEREthe dunes, I always wanted to talk
to him but didn’t know where to start. I looked through his
profile on the app
andR Ufound that we both are interested in
WHERE
cycling, water sports, board game and Game of Thrones.
LIKE

NEXT

LET’S MEET

TODAY 14:00
BIRDWATCHING
...

TODAY 20:00
WOODS MUSIC
...

NITE NITE

I was looking at his profile and didn’t notice I already fell
behind the group, until someone appeared next to me and
asked: “Isn’t it my picture?”

TEXEL LET’S MEET

IN CAFE CHAOS
FEMALE, 18-25

NAME
NAME, AGE

TODAY 14:00
BIRDWATCHING
...

TODAY 20:00
WOODS MUSIC
...
LIKE

NEXT
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OOD IN DE KOOG
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Scenario of fast date in De Koog
46
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I felt like a thief caught in act. And he was looking at me with
a teasing smile. “So I suppose you know my name, Thomas.”
He stretched out his hand. Of course I knew his name, only
I didn’t expect we would begin our acquaintance in such an
awkward manner.
We started talking naturally afterwards. Despite of his little
sarcasm, we got along quite easily. Besides the common
interests I found earlier in his profile, we also share same
enthusiasm for food and traveling. The dunes are beach
were nice, but good company made everything so much more
unforgettable.
We finished the walking tour at the north end of Dorpsstraat
and everybody fetched a bicycle. Started there, we cycled
northward along the Nationaal Park Duinen van Texel.
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Disneyland theme park in Los Angeles.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from https://
disneyland.disney.go.com/destinations/
disneyland/

Birdview of Las Vegas.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from http://
www.lasvegas.com/how-to-vegas/bachelorbachelorette/

Circus-like Dorpsstraat in De Koog, Texel.
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LOVE FOR SALE
People go on a trip not only for sceneries they could see
on websites or some exotic food they could buy from the
online market. Traveling is about the general experience one
obtains from the visit. It is the same reason why so many
people would like to go to Disneyland or Las Vegas, where
everything is purely artificial. People pay a visit not for the
place itself, but “a repackaged times and spaces that allows
all that is contemporary (including histories and geographics)
to be encountered and consumed with an almost endemic
simultaneity.” (Sorkin, 1994)
Tourism is about selling a holistic experience of all sorts of
stuff people see, taste, feel... In Disneyland, one could go
back to the childhood without any discomfort dressing up
with hilarious accessories. Visitors would not mind that the
scenes are set up and fake; it is the atmosphere created by the
physical environment that they would happily pay for.
In De Koog, the experience of love is the commodity for
sale. De Koog has a diversity of landscape; the natural
resources facilitate various activities, but they are not enough
to make it a reason for people to go to Texel in stead of the
Spanish beach or a Caribbean island. The selling points are
about what people might experience during they trip: good
company always makes it enjoyable, and experience of love,
no matter it is the temporary excitement or some quality time
with loved one, would give people sufficient reason to go to
Texel.

Sorkin, M. (1994). Variations on a theme park:
the new American city and the end of public
space. New York : Hill and Wang.
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Urban plan for cycling path and rest cabins
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TRANSFORMATION OF TRANSPORTATION
Currently Texel targets at the group visitors with the
campsites developed for tourists in group of 4, 6, 8 or even
more. The public transportation is not very convenient with
limited ferries and buses, and many tourists going to Texel
would drive their car there. People could rent a bike at many
locations on the island, but always have to return the bike to
the same spot as every renting company runs on their own.
As known to many, the weather on the island could be fierce
sometimes with strong wind and stormy rain, which all make
it terribly difficult to cycle between the villages. Although
De Koog, Den Burg and Oudeschild are comparatively close,
the journey to Cocksdorp could be exhausting and boring
with little to see and few spots to take a rest.
To adapt the situation to the theme of “Love on Texel”,
service facilities also have to be transformed to meet up
the needs. Since there might be more people coming alone
instead of with family and friends, it is unlikely to drive a
car considering the costs, so public transportation should be
more easily accessible. In addition to increase the shift of
buses according to seasonal changes, bicycle renting would
be more convenient if one could return it at any branch point.
In addition, the bicycle branch point could be integrated with
a cabin for rest. For extended function, people might also
use it for an temporary overnight stay when trapped in bad
weather.
Urban plan for Texel
Cycle path
Rest cabin
Touristic spot
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TODAY 14:00
BIRDWATCHING
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...

HEY THERE

WHERE R U

TODAY 20:00
WOODS MUSIC
...

NITE NITE

LOST IN THE WOODS
The cycling path along the dunes goes through the most
beautiful part in Texel; the slufter and muy were all very
impressive. Before I came, I didn’t have much expectation
for the scenery, but it turned out pleasantly surprising.
Around 4:30pm, we reached the light tower on the north of
the island and we took a rest there. Most of the people in our
group came here alone so I got to know some new people
during the tour. Among all the people I had most interaction
with Thomas. I could feel that he was also interested in me
and on our way back from the light tower to De Koog we
were cycling together most of the time.

NAME
NAME, AGE

LIKE

NEXT

We were talking about all kinds of stuff and gradually slowed
down the speed. Unwittingly, we fell far behind the group.
Thomas brought up the idea of going further to the south of
De Koog to have a look at Ecomare and some bunkers in the
dunes, so we didn’t go back to Dorpsstraat and headed to
the south.
TEXEL

I

The night fell when we were in a woods south of De Koog. We
used the navigator on mobile phone, but somehow we might
have missed a sideway and got lost in the woods. There was
no street lamp in the woods and I felt like we were stuck in
the darkness. We were both tired and thirsty after cycling
and talking for hours. Fortunately, the app shows that there
was a rest cabin around so we decided to have some rest
there...

FEM
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A DISTANT BREATH
As she folds the fan
between her fingers
his eye pierces through the magnifying glass
focusing on the swell
of her breast
while the other two
put on their silk shifts
to the soft laughter
of thoughts expectant
he cocks his hat
as she arches her back
her lace eye mask
the color of her pupils
the wind blows her
opaque shawl over
head and back
as she presses the skirt
down
between the contour
of her touching knees
the garters rolled
into ellipses
he stands fixed
by the sound
of a distant breath.

Hejduk, J. (1993), Soundings. New York:
Rizzoli International Publications, inc..

59

LOVE ON TEXEL

MASQUERADE
I met Lisa on Tinder about two weeks ago.
I was swiping all the picture to the left; all the faces on the
pictures... with tons of makeup, or crazy filters... I simply
didn’t have a click. Until I saw her. Lisa has got a smile on
her profile, not like laughing, but the kind of confident smile
as if she could read your mind. Her face was lit up by the
sunshine, with small shadow around her eyes: I simply like
the way she looks.
Two days after I put a “like” to Lisa’s picture, I received a
reminder in the afternoon that I’ve got match with her. After
I got back home in the evening, I sent her a message: “Hey.
How are you doing?” Somehow my heart was beating fast,
and I was a bit nervous because I wasn’t sure if she would
reply my message. A tough hour passed and I got her reply,
“Good. How about you?”
... ...
Lisa appears to be nice, fun and interesting. We talked a few
times and it seems we get along quite well. I’ve had some
long conversations with people on Tinder. It’s nice to learn
about new stuff, but also quite time-consuming to know a
person little by little. I’m a bit tired of long talks, therefore,
after I talked to Lisa everyday for a week, I decided to ask
her out.
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The other day when I was browsing on the Internet, I saw an
advertisement about “LOVE ON TEXEL” and there’s gonna
be a masquerade to promote the tourism on that theme.
Although Texel is not far, I’ve never been there. But now it
seems like an ideal neutral spot for a first date.
I checked the event, the masquerade will be held in De Koog,
one of the towns located on the west of Texel, and there
are a series of activities in the town center and the public
park next to it, including parade, ball, hide and seek, so on
and so forth. It all seems fun and we would not endure the
embarrassment of silence because lack of topic.
I asked Lisa, and she’s also excited to go there with me. So,
I’m leaving in the middle of Saturday and I’ll meet her at the
haven of Den Helder. Now the question is: what shall I wear
on that day?
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HIDE AND SEEK
It was so much fun talking to Lisa in person that I didn’t
realize when we arrived in De Koog! We separated at the
check-in building to get dressed up for the masquerade.
Lisa said she would dress up like a cancan girl and I’ll have
to find her in the crowd. I didn’t expect the hide and seek
to start so soon... It’s crowded on Dorpsstraat and in the
park. Where would she be? The hedges seems like a nice
concealment; maybe I should take a look there...
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Built in landscape: urban plan, based on work
of Planet Texel.
IABR (2014), Planet Texel. Texel: la4sale /
FARO.
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Current situation in De Koog.
IABR (2014), Planet Texel. Texel: la4sale /
FARO.
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BUILT IN LANDSCAPE
The urban development of De Koog started from the center
of Dorpsstraat. Along the street located most living service
facilities as retail shop, supermarket, restaurant, barbershop...
which all make Dorpsstraat a center for locals as well as
tourists.
De Koog is structured along Dorpsstraat, but the fast
expansion of tourism disrupts the urban texture. Some
campsites which are placed close to the center cut the
landscape with its big area. Moreover, the parking space on
the east of Dorpsstraat also occupies much space with little
aesthetic and economic value.
In the plan of Planet Texel, International Architecture
Biennale Rotterdam (IABR) made an urban plan for De Koog
by reorganizing campsites and restoring natural landscape
in the original parking space. The plan also extended water
surface both for tourism and water sustainability.
I found the urban plan of referential value in the redevelopment
of the parking space. It creates a public green space in
the middle of De Koog and makes the urban fabric more
rhythmed. Based on the plan, the check-in building is placed
at the corner front of Dorpsstraat and the labyrinth cafe is in
the northwest corner of the park. The hedges around the cafe
is therefore merged into the landscape and the building also
makes the best of the surrounding environment.

67

LOVE ON TEXEL

INTERPERSONAL DISTANCE -- PROXEMICS

0.5M

1.2M

INTIMATEPERSONAL

3.6M

SOCIAL

PUBLIC

SMELL
HEARING
TOUCH
VISION

Interpersonal distance: Proxemics
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PROXEMICS
When we are in a crowded elevator with strangers, we would
rather stare at the feet than looking at someone else. Eye
contact makes us feel uncomfortable -- we are not at ease
when in such a close distance with strangers. Similarly, we
would not sit next to a stranger on a bus when there are other
seats available: there is a social norm about the distance we
keep between one and another.
The interpersonal distance is like a invisible bubble we carry
along wherever we go. And violation of personal space would
cause negative appraisal of the violator. Besides the need for
privacy, interpersonal distance is also a communication act:
by keeping a certain distance with the interaction partner,
people, including the partner, are informed of the nature
of the relationship between the two parties. The study of
proxemics is about the spatial interrelations between human
and among one species of animals.
According to Edward Hall (1966), there are four types of
interpersonal distance: intimate distance, personal distance,
social distance and public distance. Different distance
facilitate different senses, which also makes certain
personal information available, even though the sensing and
information exchanging process may occur unconsciously
and unawared.

Hall, E. (1966). The Hidden Dimensions. New
York: Doubleday & Company, inc..

We all have learned situational personalities, corresponding
to different interpersonal distance (Hall, 1966). We would
act differently when facing people categorized in different
zone, although some people might have trouble with certain
phase of personality.
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INTERPERSONAL DISTANCE -- PROXEMICS

BREAKING THE ICE
0.5M

1.2M

3.6M

Public distance is above 3.6 meter, by which there is hardly
any involvement. And the interaction concerned in the
development of a relationship mostly involves two people,
therefore it is about the progress from social distance to
intimate distance.

Far phase of social distance is the level allows one to continue
own affairs with the presence of another. Close phase of
INTIMATEPERSONAL
SOCIAL
social distance
involvesPUBLIC
interaction, provides sharpest vision,
and intermediate volume is adopted for conversation. People
could feel at ease to deal with social or business issues at this
distance. When placed in the context of courtship, from far
HEARING
SMELL
TOUCH to close
VISION social distance is the ice-breaking process for the
first time meet-up.
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In reality, people might grow fondness at the first sight of
someone, but many are too shy to go up and say hi. In the
case of breaking ice from far to close social distance, there
needs some fortune for a “coincidence”: one might run into
another at a crossing, so there could be eye contact and further
interaction. But what kind of space would facilitate such
“coincidence”? When we are placed in a new environment,
and the ambient space is not so legible, in the process of
way-finding, there is a big chance that we might run into
someone else by accident. And that is exactly the situation
in a labyrinth.
Considering the situation when we go to a bar: we always
stick close to friends, so even when we are located in a
social situation, we hardly make any interaction with a new
acquaintance. But, for instance, the interior of the bar is like
a labyrinth and there are a lot of partitions, on our way to go
to the restroom we might not be able to identify the route
immediately and there are turnings on the way so that we
have to pass by many people and probably run into someone
at a turning point. Hence the labyrinth increases the chance
of meeting new people.
In addition, labyrinth also shapes many semi-private space
where people could have intimate interaction as well as sense
of safety. With the multifuction, the labyrinth cafe would be
the perfect place to play hide and seek in the game of love.
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DYNAMIC SPACE FOR DYNAMIC NEEDS
During the development of a relationship, personal and
intimate distance are more involved in the interaction.
Personal distance lies between 0.5 meter to 1.2 meter, in
which one could observe the details on the other’s face
and tactile interaction is possible at the close range. “The
kinesthetic sense of closeness derives in part from the
possibilities present in regard to what each participant can
do to the other with his extremities.” (Hall, 1966)
If the distance is less that 0.5 meter, vision would be
distorted, while other sensors as olfaction and tactus come to
work. One could smell the body odor and feel the body heat
from another. Therefore, this is the distance for lovers. But
interestingly, some culture might consider it inappropriate
to use intimate distance in public. Dutch people are
comparatively reserved and prefer to keep one’s privacy and
personal space; couples do not have very intimate behavior
in public if compared to Spanish or Italian.
For close friends or couples on the first date, the proper
distance would be around 1 meter, while for close couples
the space might be smaller and it is preferred to be semi
private. To answer to different needs for interpersonal
distance, I conducted an experiment on the grid of labyrinth.
If the labyrinth adopt a grid of 1 meter, in a bigger cubicle (2
grids)it would be a bit awkward for people in “friend zone”
to sit together as the distance is less than 1 meter, and in a
smaller cubicle (1 grid) it is just enough for one person to
sit comfortably. But if the grid grows to 1.5 meter, smaller
cubicles would be for the intimate interactions and friends
could also feel at ease in the bigger cubicles.
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Structure of labyrinth in the building and landscape
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FROM WALL TO SPACE
The pattern of a labyrinth was borrowed to develop the
partitions inside the cafe. When it comes to the entrance and
exit, partitions grow into high concrete walls
to support the roof and also indicate the entrance; walls
consequently evolve into the major element shaping the
space. And from the same logic, flat roof and walls intersect
one another.
From interior to the exterior, the pattern of labyrinth is
extended to the landscape design around the building. The
hedges use the same language and create semi-public spaces
where people could have conversation over a few drinks.
Viewed from a distance by the waterfront, the building
grows from the labyrinth and is blended into the landscape.

Labyrinth.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from https://
commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Prim_Maze.
svg
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
1:200
1. Entrance
2. Toilet
3. Storage
4. Kitchen
5. Bar
6. Cafe

77

LOVE ON TEXEL

EAST ELEVATION
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WEST ELEVATION
1:200
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West entrance of the cafe

Right:
Labyrinth in interior and landscape
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HERE I LOVE YOU
Here I love you.
In the dark pines the wind disentangles itself.
The moon glows like phosphorous on the vagrant waters.
Days, all one kind, go chasing each other.
The snow unfurls in dancing figures.
A silver gull slips down from the west.
Sometimes a sail. High, high stars.
Oh the black cross of a ship.
Alone.
Sometimes I get up early and even my soul is wet.
Far away the sea sounds and resounds.
This is a port.
Here I love you.
Here I love you and the horizon hides you in vain.
I love you still among these cold things.
Sometimes my kisses go on those heavy vessels
that cross the sea towards no arrival.
I see myself forgotten like those old anchors.
The piers sadden when the afternoon moors there.
My life grows tired, hungry to no purpose.
I love what I do not have. You are so far.
My loathing wrestles with the slow twilights.
But night comes and starts to sing to me.

Neruda, P. (1923). Veinte poemas de amor y
una canción desesperada. translated by W.S.
Merwin.

The moon turns its clockwork dream.
The biggest stars look at me with your eyes.
And as I love you, the pines in the wind
want to sing your name with their leaves of wire.
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LAST DAY OF BEING SINGLE
I’m getting married!!!
Liam and I met on Texel three years ago in an event of “Love
on Texel”. So we decided to come back to the same place for
our wedding.
We are gonna make the vow in the church of De Koog and
have later celebration by the beach pavilion Paal 17. We
arrived in the campsite in De Koog before the wedding, so
we could have the bachelor party on Dorpsstraat and it
would also be convenient for the preparation of ceremony.
I had a crazy day with my girls. We put on costumes and
almost had a drink in all of the bars on Dorpsstraat. We were
singing and laughing... running down to the beach... I hardly
remember how I got back to the campsite.
Liam also had bachelor party with his best friends. I don’t
know where they’ve been or what they’ve done, but I heard
they also went crazy in his last day of being single.
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YES, I DO
I was so excited last night and couldn’t sleep. After hours
of toss and turn in bed, I don’t remember how I finally fell
asleep and I woke up early in the morning.
With help from my friends, I got ready with the gown and
makeup. Looking at myself in the mirror, I couldn’t help
imagining what facial expression Liam would put on when
he sees me.
Everything went on well. When we say the vows, I could feel
Liam was as much nervous from his sweaty hands. Showered
in the blessing rice from our family and close friends, we got
on to the horse and headed for beach. There was one moment
I hoped that the road to the beach would take forever; I
suppose that was the feeling of happiness.
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The sea was sparkling in the summer’s sunshine; everything
seems the same as when we first met, but it all felt different.
I’ve learnt to be more patient and moderate in getting along
with Liam: he helped me to become a better self.
The wedding venue looked like a shell landing on the water
and the waves washed against the columns underneath.
Walking inside single, walking outside with Liam. I’m ready
for the next chapter in my life.

91

LOVE ON TEXEL

Beach pavilion Paal 17 in De Koog, Texel.

Atmosphere in Paal 17 in De Koog, Texel.

Trouwen aan zee: wedding by beach pavilio17.
Retrieved August 13, 2015, from http://www.
trouwenaanzee.com/fotoboek/113/paal-17-aanzee-gehele-jaar-geopend.html
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WEDDING ON THE SEE
In De Koog next to the museum Ecomare, beach pavilion
Paal 17 became an official spot for wedding since 2011.
Although the beach and sea on Texel might not be as beautiful
as the Caribbean islands or the ones in Mediterranean Sea,
it is much closer and gives people an island feeling. Paal 17
offers some services like car, decorations and food, but the
temporary setting might be a bit crude for the big day.
Wedding is the ceremony announcing and celebrating the
union of two people by the form of marriage. When we see
to its essence, it is a ritual where people gather together for
the change of life. As Knowles (2006) sees rituals, it is “a
celebration of nature’s rhythms”: morning coffee could be
counted as ritual as well as the coming of a season. When
architectural elements are serving for ritual meanings, the
design is not purely started from function. The use of columns
or stairs is not for structural bearing or difference in height,
but to symbolize a defined space for nature’s rhythms.

Knowles, R. (2006). Ritual house : drawing
on nature’s rhythms for architecture and urban
design (pp. 20-26). London : Island Press.

Long walkway or descending stair has a ceremonial sense.
To imply entering a new stage of life, bride and groom will
have to go through the horizontal walkway to enter the
venue. The walkway could be flooded by high tide, which
suggests that only when the timing is right, couple will be
able to enter marriage. On the other hand, the exit is above
water and is all time available; it is always easy to put an end
to a relationship but difficult to have it turned to marriage.
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN
1:200
1. Entrance
2. Stage
3. Wedding Venue
4. Exit

97

C

LOVE ON TEXEL

98

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

NORTH ELEVATION 1:200

C

TEXEL METABOLIZED

SECTION C-C 1:200

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

3.000

WEST ELEVATION 1:200
99

100

REFERENCE

101

LOVE ON TEXEL

102

TEXEL METABOLIZED

Donne, J. (1624), Devotions upon Emergent Occasions.
London: McGill-Queen’s Univ. Press.
Atembe, R., & Akbar, B. (2014). Tourists Co-creation
Experiences Onsite-Enabled by Mobile Devices. Baggio, R.,
Sigala, M., Inversini, A., & Pesonen, J. (Eds.), Information
and Communication Technologies in Tourism 2014 (pp.
20-26). Dublin: eProceedings of the ENTER 2014 PhD
Workshop.
Soraia, F., Alvesa, A., & Quico.b, C. (2014). Location Based
Transmedia Storytelling: Enhancing the Tourism Experience.
Baggio, R., Sigala, M., Inversini, A., & Pesonen, J. (Eds.),
Information and Communication Technologies in Tourism
2014 (pp. 57-67). Dublin: eProceedings of the ENTER 2014
PhD Workshop.
Weber, J. (2014). Augmented Reality Gaming: A new
Paradigm for Tourist Experiences? Baggio, R., Sigala,
M., Inversini, A., & Pesonen, J. (Eds.), Information and
Communication Technologies in Tourism 2014 (pp. 57-67).
Dublin: eProceedings of the ENTER 2014 PhD Workshop.
Sorkin, M. (1994). Variations on a theme park: the new
American city and the end of public space. New York : Hill
and Wang.
Hejduk, J. (1993), Soundings. New York: Rizzoli
International Publications, inc..
IABR (2014), Planet Texel. Texel: la4sale / FARO.
Hall, E. (1966). The Hidden Dimensions. New York:
Doubleday & Company, inc..
103

LOVE ON TEXEL

Neruda, P. (1923). Veinte poemas de amor y una canción
desesperada. translated by W.S. Merwin.
Knowles, R. (2006). Ritual house : drawing on nature’s
rhythms for architecture and urban design (pp. 20-26).
London : Island Press.
Except for the pictures credited with the source, others are
taken or made by author.

104

