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Three years ago I moved from a small town near Arnhem to 

Eindhoven and I prepared myself for the cultural shock of life 

in the Dutch province of Brabant. That shock never came. As 

it turns out, Dutch cities have their charming differences and 

uniquenesses, but their systemic functioning is the same. 

Eighteen months ago I moved from Eindhoven to Sydney and 

prepared myself for the cultural shock of life in Australia. Again, 

that shock never came; The western-world has irrevocably 

globalized, and is expanding. The “ID” studio has centralized 

the question of identity and representation in architectural 

context, and offered me a chance to further explore the effect 

of globalization on architecture.

The inquiry of globalization in architecture has confronted me 

with architecture’s subjection to, and even dependence on 

forces outside of our discipline. It has been of exceptional value 

Preface

for my conception of the position of architecture in society, and 

its abilities as well as impotence to live up to the expectations 

that result from that position.

In that context it can be perceived as daring to publish a thesis 

under the name ”Toward a Remedial Architecture.” These 

words are, however, carefully chosen. They represent the 

exploration of architecture’s abilities within the current trend of 

globalization, as well as the pursuit of its extremes in the design 

of a “Global Economy and Trade Center” in Stockholm. I can 

only hope that this book will be read with as much exitement as 

I have experienced during that exploration.

Teije Hartman

Eindhoven, August 2015
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Part One

Research







24 251      Research       -

So far the viability of this research relies on two assumptions; 

Architecture is not an autonomous discipline because 

professional progression is bound up with social power, 

which in turn implies that the current trend of a globalizing 

architecture identity is the result of social change. Examining 

whether these assumptions are true requires to research the 

history of social control and architectural identity in the process 

of globalization. This chapter aims to do so, and is compiled 

from architectural, philosophical, economic and historical 

perspectives. All of these disciplines have their own rendition 

of the history of globalization, which differ remarkable in their 

time frames. Since the research attempts to connect a range of 

multi-dimensional phenomena that have effected the complete 

history of the civilized world the widest spectrum of this history 

will be of most value.

The Start of Globalization;
a process of disconnecting

This history starts somewhere between 75- and 70-thousand 

years ago, when the ancestors of today’s human beings started 

the process of globalization by leaving their original territory 

somewhere on Northern African soil and headed for South-East 

Asia. From there, within about ten-thousand years, our species 

had spread over the entire African and South-East Asian 

continent, after which we started civilizing Europe, Northern 

Asia and Australia. About 25-thousand years ago we managed 

to cross the Bering Plain, which then still formed the refractory 

land bridge between Siberia and Alaska. Once on Northern 

American soil we spread fast and within roughly 5.000 years 

we had populated the entire Americas.4 

Globalization in the History of

Social Control &
Architectural Identity
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Part Two

Inquiry




























































































































